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A SUMMER SCHOOL FOR 
TEACHERS. 


The first session of the Summer 
School for Teachers to better fit them 
to teach backward children in the 
special classes of the public schools, 
will convene at the New Jersey Train- 
ing School at Vineland, N. J., July 
llth, and continue until August 20th. 

The program will be based upon the 
following plan: 

(1.) One week to the general sub- 
ject of Feeble Minded and backward 
children. 

(2.) One week to Causes, Classifi- 
eation, ete. 

(3.) One week to the sociological 
side of the question and the methods 
of earing for this class. 

(4.) Three weeks to methods of 
training, discipline, ete. 

A course in reading will be required, 
the literature being provided by the 
School. 

It is proposed to limit the course to 
six weeks and admit but a small num- 
ber of pupils to this first session. 

Some of our regular classes will be 
kept in session during the term and 
the members of the Teacher’s Class 
will take charge of these under the 
direction of the Principal of our School 
Department. Each week they will 
take a different class and so be ena- 
bled to get a better idea of what to do 
and how to do it, with special publie 
school children. These classes will be 
in session from 9 to 12 and 2 to 4 on 
regular school days. 

There will be lectures, talks, ete., 
each school day and one evening each 
week by the Superintendent or some 
member of ourcorps. One period each 
week will also be given to questions 


and discussions of matters previously 
gone over. 

The members of the Teacher’s Class 
will live here at the School during the 
entire time and have every possible 
opportunity to study the children out 
of school hours. Those who have had 
an opportunity to become familiar with 
the home life of their Publie School 
pupils will appreciate the advantages 
of this arrangement. 

For a number of years we have had, 
in connection with our Spring school 
work, ‘‘Children’s Gardens.’’ These 
are either flower or vegetable gardens 
and are made and eared for by the 
Schoo! children. 

Since the removal of the Zoo build- 
ing we have an excellent piece of land 
between the School and Industrial 
Building, where six large plots are 
laid off for gardening purposes. 

Our regular teachers will start these 
gardens and the nature work in con- 
nection with them, and the members 
of the Summer elasses will have an 
opportunity of one period each school 
day at practical Nature Study as part 
of the course. 

At the end of the session an exami- 
nation will be held and a certificate, 
duly authorized by our Board of 
Directors, will be granted to those 
who pass. 

A fee of $25,—payable in advance, 
will be charged. This also ineludes 
board at the School. 

The conditions of admission are: 

(1.) At least one year’s experience 
in teaching. 

(2.) A letter from the Principal or 
Superintendent under whom the ap- 
licant last taught. 

(This is made necessary by the num- 
ber of tentative applications already 
in.) 
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HONORABLE MENTION. 


The idea of always doing right mere- 
ly and simply beeanse it is right is a 
very hard one to live up to. There is 
no one, no matter how conscientious 
his scruples, or honest his intentions, 
who has not his incentive. 

The incentives may be as varied as 
the people needing them, yet they al- 
ways exist in some one form or other, 
encouraging people to higher and 
nobler things. 

To the highly sensitive person this 
incentive needs be but a hint, a half- 
whispered wish from someone whom 
they love, respect or honor. For the 
dulled or obtuse mind a more tangible 
thing is needed, a something they can 
see, feel, obtain; perhaps a remunera- 
tio, in the form of personal pleasure, 
which may be praise, money, position 
or simply personal enjoyment. 

Our ‘‘Honorable Mention’? has been 
a real live incentive to the girls and 
boys at the Training School for the 
past year. Honorable Mention means 
this. On Wednesday of each week, 
eVery employe can and is expected to 
pass in to the office the name of one 
child (and only one) who has been 
especially deserving while under his or 
her supervision. These names are 
then placed on the Publie Bulletin 
Board, where they remain one week. 
If during this time an employe knows 
of anything that any of these children 
has done which should deprive him of 
Honorable Mention, he may eross off 
the name. For that week the name 
stands crossed and is not read from 
the platform on Sunday, as the others 
are. 

About every three months those 
whose names have been on four or 
more times, without being crossed, are 
eounted up and, having stood the test 
sueceessfully, they are granted the 
special privilege of giving a grand 
*Reeeption”’ to all of the Grown Up 
members of our family. And these 
children are the hosts. 

Unless one has attended one of these 
functions, conducted by the happy 


girls and boys, he ean hardly appre- 
ciate the amount of pleasure they 
derive from their Reception Evening. 
They are formed into committees on 
Entertainment, Reeeption, Lunch, 
Games, ete. 

The following is the program: 
1. Cornet Solo, Joe P. 
2. Recitation, Max M. 
3. ‘‘Story about the Bees’ 
Prof. Johnstone. 
4. Solo, ‘Auld Lang Syne,”’ Frank S. 
5. Recitation, ‘*‘Kentucky  Philoso- 
phy,”’ Joe C. 

6. Violin Solo, ‘Flower Song,”’ 
Prof. Nash. 


‘Our Flag”’ 
9 


7. Instrumenta! Duet, 
Lizzie and Emma. 
8. Piano Solo, ‘The Happy Farmer,’’ 
Lydia M. 
at and Pitcher,’’ 
Miss Bush. 
Henry G. 


9, Reeitation, “*C 
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Solo, ‘‘Old Black Joe,’’ 
ee 
Honorable Mention began March 
fifteenth, 1903, with six names for that 
week, and closed March sixteenth, 
1904, with forty-three names. 

At the first reception there were 
nineteen children. In December, 
twenty-five attended, and at the first 
Annual Reception in March there 
were thirty-eight children and fifty 
employes present. 

Many of the children brought their 
games. For a time all indulged in 
these amusements. Then followed the 
evening’s program, and later refresh- 
ments were served, and it is hardly 
necessary to add that as we gathered 
around to sing the beautiful Good- 
night Song, a hearty vote of thanks to 
the Honorable Mention Children was 
given by all present. 

One hundred and _ fifty different 
children have had Honorable Mention 
during the year. Seventy have been 
on the list four times. As a grand 
finale, the four who have been on the 
greatest number of times,—Joe N. 32, 
Warren S., 26, George D. 24 and 
Lydia M. 22, had the enviable privi- 
lege of a day in Phildelphia with 
Professor Johnstone. 

A. F. M. 
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The hearty welcome our paper has 
received from the friends of the Train- 
ing School has been most encouraging. 
Our subseription list has grown quite 
rapidly, but we shall need nearly as 
many more if the subseriptions are to 
pay for the publication of the paper. 

> oe 

This paragraph is addressed per- 
sonally to the reader: If you are a 
subscriber to ‘*The Training School,’’ 
will you not encourage someone else 
to subscribe? If you are not, will you 
not send 25 cents. Whether you are 
or not, please send us the names of 
any whom you think will be interested, 
and we shall forward to them a sample 
copy and a coin eard. 

a — 

During the past sixteen years our 
School has had many friends. Some 
have passed to the Great Beyond, 
some are still deeply interested in the 
suceess of our work. There are be- 
sides quite a number who, in the years 
past, contributed to the Sehool not 
only their money but also their time, 
their kindly thoughts and their en- 
couragement. For various reasons 
they have made no contributions for 
the past few years. They have other 
interests or they have moved far away 
or are out of active touch with matters. 

To these we wish to say—let us. still 
have your kindly thoughts. Let us 
hear from you occasionally. Let us 
send you our paper. This Institution 
is partly of your building. You have 
helped to make it what it is, and we 
wish to keep you informed of its do- 
ings, always, even if you do not send 
us money. 


NEW LAWS. 


The following laws were enacted by 
the Legislature of New Jersey at its 
recent session. They are of great in- 
terest to those having to do with the 
feeble minded. 

The first introdueed by Mr. Miller 
states: ‘*That any parent, parents, 
guardian or custodian who shall make 
application to have any person ad- 
mitted to any of the Institutions com- 
ing under the provisions of this Act, 
shall in such application, waive all 
right to remove such inmate, either 
permanently or for a limited time; 
provided that any inmate may be dis- 
charged upon request of the Governor 
or person administering the Govern- 
ment of this State, on the recommen- 
dation of the Principal, Superinten- 
dent or person at the head of such 
Institution; and provided further that 
the person at the head of such Institu- 
tion may grant a leave of absence to 
any inmate for a limited time. 

The other introduced by Mr. Buck 
reads: ‘‘It shall be unlawful hereafter 
for any person who has been confined 
in any publie Asyium or Institution as 
an epileptic or insane or feeble-minded 
patient, to inter-marry in this State, 
without a certificate from two regular- 
ly licensed physicians of this State 
that such person has been completely 
eured of such insanity, epilepsy or 
feeble-mind, and that there is no 
probability that such person will 
transmit any of said defects or dis- 
abilities to the issue of such marriage; 
any person of sound mind who shall 
intermarry with any such epileptic, in- 
sane or feeble-minded person, with 
knowledge of his or her disability, or 
who shall advise, aid, abet, cause or 
assist in procuring any marriage con- 
trary to the provisions of this Act, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.”’ 

The importance of these laws is evi- 
dent to all thoughtful citizens. 
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BACKWARD CHILDREN IN THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


There are few, if any, primary 
elasses in the Publie Schools of this 
County in which there are not one or 
more children so backward or de- 
fective as to prove a serious drawback 
to the progress of the rest of the class. 

Their presence is unjust to the 
teacher of a class of from thirty to 
fifty normal children and certainly 
hampers her work. 

While these children are 
their presence is not so strongly felt, 
but when a girl or boy reaches the 
size and age of twelve or thirteen and 
classifies mentally with children in the 
first and seeond grades of school, it is 
evident that it is wrong to have him 
there, not only for the sake of others, 
but for his own sake. 

In America we have been very ‘ slow 
to take this matter up, but of late 
special classes for backward children 
have been formed and the movement 
is now well started. 

One is surprised at the difficulties 
encountered in the establishment of 
these classes in the Publie Schools. 
In some eases this is due to ignorance 
on the part of school board members, 
in others to a false idea of economy, 
or the objections of the parents, or 
(strange as it may seem), the ridicule 
of the newspapers. In Springfield a 
eartoon describing a ‘*Dunce School,”’ 
did a great deal of harm. 

The Schools are growing, however, 
and each year sees the establishment, 
of more classes in the different cities. 

The first public recognition of the 
need of Special Classes was in Ger- 
many in 1867. Then came Norway in 
1874 and England, Switzerland and 
Austria in 1892. 

In America the first specifie work was 
at Providence in 1894, and sinee then 
Springfield, (Mass.,) Boston, Phila- 
delphia, New York and several other 
cities have established classes for 
backward children. 


young, 


A step in the right direction has 
been taken in many places by the ap- 
pointment of medical inspectors. It 
is true that at present they are simply 
examining for contagious diseases, 
physical defects, ete., but more will 
follow. A wider knowledge on the 
part of teachers, parents and school 
directors will lead to the ealling in of 
of experts to examine children with a 
view to correcting mental and nervous 
disorders, and properly separating 
those who are merely backward from 
those who are really feeble-minded. 
undoubtedly over three 


There are 
per cent. of school children — suffi- 
ciently below the normal standard 


to need special instruction. One great 
need now, is for teachers who shall be 
competent to train the children in these 
special classes. Usually teachers from 
the regular corps are selected beeause 
of their general experienee, acquaint- 
anee with kindergarten methods, or 
special adaptability, and they are paid 
something above the regular salaries, 
but they themselves feel the need of 
more specific training. 

It is with a view to supplying this 
want that we have decided to establish 
here at the Training School, a Sum- 
mer School for Teachers. 
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THE DIPLOMA. 


In our last issue we spoke of award- 
ing a diploma for Institutional Effi- 
ciency. At our regular meeting of 
employes this month, diplomas were 
awarded to Miss Margaret Ingram, 
Miss Laura Auchmuty and Mr. Clark 
Harris. 

They well deserve this token of 
recognition of their Icyalty, diligence 
and ability. All of them have been in 
the employ of the Sehool for more 
than nine years. 

The Committee on Awards will hold 
a meeting each month and pass upon 
the names of those who are eligible. 





